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DIRECTOR’S COLUMN











After eight months in existence, Florida Alliance to Eradicate Childhood Lead Poisoning (FAECLP) continues to strive to provide a lead-free environment for all children. In this first issue of the Alliance’s newsletter, you learn more about the reason behind the formation of the Alliance, its kick-off meeting and some facts and prevention tips about childhood lead poisoning. The most exciting news is the award of $1/2 million over the next 5 years from the   Department of Human and Health Services to address childhood lead poisoning in Little Haiti, Liberty City, Little Havana and Overtown. Children living in inner city sections of all U.S. metropolitan areas are disproportionately affected and often have not been screened with a blood lead test, despite longstanding requirements for blood lead screening in the Medicaid program. We are working on a more comprehensive grant center application that includes not only lead poisoning but also all of other public health problems. We are grateful to all of you, concerned parents, health advocates, and elected officials for your unwavering support in this crusade.  








Janvier Gasana, MD, PhD





     








ABOUT US











FAECLP is a grass roots non-profit organization composed of concerned parents, leaders in education, public and environmental health professionals, civil rights, health care providers and other individuals whose concern is to protect Florida children from lead poisoning. The Alliance was incorporated on July 13, 2001 and has since been working on its infrastructure to better serve the communities in need.





FAECLP’s vision is a healthy, lead-safe environment where all children can achieve their full potential.





FAECLP’s mission is to eliminate childhood lead poisoning by identifying and caring for lead burdened children, preventing and reducing environmental exposures to lead, and educate the public on this environmental disease.





FAECLP’s goal is to develop a campaign that has the following ingredients:





A strong direct action community organization with an experienced organizer and solid commitment of resources for an extended grass roots campaign.


Involvement of a core group of parents of lead poisoned children.


An informed public able to protect their children from exposure.


Strong support and close cooperation from key municipal officials, especially staff from the Children Lead Poisoning Prevention Program of the Miami-Dade County Health department.


A good Surveillance system so that the scope of the lead poisoning problem and highest risk areas can be identified.


Strong media advocacy.


Strong infrastructure and preventing lead exposure through partnerships with government agencies, community-based organizations, and the private sector.


Identify a source of funding to continue the grass roots campaign for an extended period of time and to fund a comprehensive study on lead poisoning in South Florida.






























































January 17, 2002 Kick-Off Meeting At Merline Mathews Community Center








1) Introduction 





This event which was sponsored by 1) Florida International University (FIU) -Division of Sponsored Research and Training, Hemispheric Center for Environmental Technology, Metropolitan Center, Department of Public Health, Florida Alliance to Eradicate Childhood Lead Poisoning, 2) Miami Dade Health Department, 3) Liberty City Weed and Seed, 4) FAECLP Board Members, 5) Ambient Environmental, INC., 6) Jackson Memorial Hospital Pediatric Mobile Unit, 7) Miami Children’s Hospital Preventive Medicine / Mobile Health Unit, 8) Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Center for Environmental Equity and Justice, and 9) PULP (Parents United against Lead Poisoning) was attended by a total of 50 people including FAECLP Board members.


2) Opening By Alfredo J. Ravinet, MS, GC, FIU-Hemispheric Center For Environmental Technology (HCET)





He cited Mother Teresa in her book “The Joy of Loving” where she wrote: “To know the problems of poverty intellectually is not to understand it. It is not by studying, taking a walk in the slums, admiring and regretting, that we come to understand and to discover what it has of bad and good. We have to dive into it, live it, share it.”  He then introduced the panel of presenters that included: Dr. Thomas Breslin, Dr. Janvier Gasana, Pamela Michel, Lorraine Waserman, RN, Wayne Rawlins, Armando Chamorro, CIH, MS, Mary Jo Trepka, MD, MPH, Richard Francis Anania, David Lipman, Richard Burton, Dr. Arturo Brito, Dr. Gloria Riefkhol, and Dr. Richard Gragg. He also talked about how the founding members of the Alliance (Janvier Gasana, MD, PhD, Janisse Rosario, MPH, Armando Chamorro, MS, CIH, Attorney Sam Rogatinsky, and Pamela Michel joined forces in recruiting and motivating the best professionals from the health agencies, universities, community organizations, private companies and public at large to develop sustainable community-based solutions to eradicate this tragic problem of childhood lead poisoning in Miami. 















































4) Mission And Vision Of The Alliance By Janvier Gasana, MD, MPH, PhD, Associate Professor And Director 


Of FAECLP, Department Of Public Health, FIU





Dr. Gasana started by reminding the participants the message sent to them along with the invitation: Childhood lead poisoning is still a prevalent problem in any large metropolitan area in the US and worldwide. Miami did not escape the tragic legacy of 80 years of use of lead in the paint and 70 years of use of lead in gasoline. At Florida International University, for the last five years, pilot research investigations have been conducted to figure out the magnitude of childhood lead poisoning problem in the county with the ultimate goal of preventing it. After published reports of the pilot study appeared in The Miami Herald earlier this year, faculty at FIU have been flooded with offers of help from politicians, professionals, concerned citizens and fellow educators. The response was so overwhelming that it was decided to form the FAECLP. 


5) Testimonials, Case Studies, And Legal/Legislative Issues





A) A Testimony Of A Personal Battle With Childhood Lead Poisoning By Pamela Michel, FAECLP Board Member





Her two kids (2- and 4-years old) were diagnosed with lead poisoning. Since the diagnosis in August 1998, she has faced many struggles in receiving education on how to help her children and in obtaining assistance from her elected officials. In her attempt to ameliorate her situation, Pamela attempted to relocate, to remove her children from the hazardous surroundings where they currently lived. Unfortunately, the long waiting list for subsidized properties in Miami-Dade county means that Pamela can only wait and hope. Pamela’s experience has led her to start a support group for parents called Parents United against Lead Poison (PULP). 








3) Picture Of Lead Poisoning (Success Along With An Unfinished Agenda And Role Of Research In Preventing The Problem) By Thomas Breslin, Ph.D, Vice President Of Research, FIU





In his keynote address, Dr. Thomas Breslin, Vice President of Research, Florida International University focused on historical background of lead poisoning in USA, his work with Dr. Needleman (one of the pioneers in childhood lead poisoning research) in New England, the remaining work to be done on inner city lead poisoning problem, and the role of collaborative research in preventing childhood lead poisoning in the county.





B) Case Study (Doctoral Dissertation On Health Education Geared Towards Childhood Lead Poisoning In Broward County), Loraine Wasserman, RN





Ms. Wasserman shared the preliminary results of her doctoral dissertation with the attendees. She conducted a study looking at “The Effects of a Family-Based Educational Intervention on the Prevention of Lead Poisoning in Children”. According to the State of Florida Agency for Health Care Administration Freedom Data Base, only 27% of Broward children from six months up to six years of age were screened for lead poisoning between January 1997 and December 2001 (Screening is mandated by Medicaid Law). The findings of the preliminary results showed that 57% of children had lower blood lead levels (BLLs) after the intervention while only 9% of the children had lower BLLs without the intervention. 


C) Community Perception Of Childhood Lead Poisoning And Challenges (Liberty City), Wayne Rawlins, Director Weed And Seed





Wayne told the attendees how he met Dr. Gasana at Professor Jerry Kolo’s Conference on Urban Development at FAU. It was at this meeting that Wayne was made aware of the devastating problem of childhood lead poisoning in Miami, especially in Liberty City. He also mentioned the failure by all elected officials in the area to address this prevalent problem of childhood lead poisoning and a whole host of other environmental contaminants currently found in Liberty City. He ended his talk by praising Miami Dade County Commissioner Jimmy Morales for recently introducing an ordinance to control lead poisoning in the county.



























































  


F) Legal Implications Of Childhood Lead Poisoning With Regards To The Right- To-Know Act, Lead-Based Paint And Landlords, Richard Francis Anania And David Lipman, Attorneys.





Attorney Anania elaborated on the role of lawyers in the case of lead poisoning. He talked about the responsibility of landlords, the tenants and the lead based paint industry with regard to childhood lead poisoning. He told the audience how the lead based paint came up with lead free paint to be used on the farms in the US in 1950s while they were still manufacturing lead based paint to be used elsewhere. Animals on the farms were dying of lead intoxication. At this time the industry knew the damage caused to the child’s brain after the child has been exposed to lead. He finally expressed their willingness to help out the Alliance in its efforts to control and eliminate lead from the children’s environment in the county.


6) Creation Of FAECLP Steering And Working Committees





Health, (Chair: Arturo Brito, MD)


Funding, (Public/Private Funding Chair: Richard Burton; Fundraising Chair: Gloria Riefkohl, MD, MPH; and Comprehensive Study Chair: Richard Gragg, PhD)


Legal And Legislative Issues, (Chair:  Sam Rogatinsky, Attorney)


Lead Source Control And Elimination (Chair: Alfredo Ravinet, MS, GC)


8) Good News A Day After The Meeting 





A day after the meeting, Dr. Gasana received a call announcing him the availability of $131,000 in Washington, DC with the Federal Appropriation Committee for Weed and Seed in Liberty City. These funds will be used for screening and testing for lead in Liberty City. Now, plans are being put together to raise at least $219,000 to come with a total of $350,000 for a larger study of at least 1,000 households in Liberty City starting in May 2002. The study is expected to provide the researchers associated with FAECLP with a clear picture of the magnitude (= the prevalence) of the childhood lead poisoning problem in Liberty City. This will certainly allow getting more funding (federal) for lead source control and elimination at least in Liberty City. Then the same study will serve as a model for other communities in the county.





LEAD FACTS











Childhood lead poisoning remains a major preventable environmental health problem in the United States. 





About a million children younger than 6 years of age in the United States have blood lead levels of at least 10 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL), a level high enough to adversely affect their intelligence, behavior and development.





Lead may enter the body through the intestine after ingestion, through the lung with inhalation, through direct injection, or through the skin. The most common pathway among children is through the mouth. Pica behavior brings lead-containing or -coated objects to the mouth such as paint chips, toys or fine dust licked from dirty hands. 





Lead poisoning affects virtually every system in the body. Lead can damage a child’s central nervous system, kidneys, and reproductive system and, at higher levels, can cause coma, convulsions, and death. 





The current definition of an elevated blood lead levels (BLLs) as 0.4826 µmol/L (10µg/dL), was established in 1991 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.





The National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey II (NHANES II) collected date from more than 20,000 individuals between 1976 and 1980. More than 85% of preschool children had undue exposure and absorption of lead; more than 98% of African-American (AA) children were in this category. This study identified several independent risk factors for having an elevated BLL, including poverty, age younger than 6 years old, African-American ethnicity, and dwelling in the city.





By the time of NHANES III (1988-1994), the primary sources of environmental lead contamination had been recognized and their relation to childhood poisoning established. This resulted in federally mandated rules limiting the amount of lead allowed for some specific uses, especially as an additive to gasoline, paint, and sealants of canned food. This action contributed to an impressive 80% decline in average BLLs in the American population (Figure 1) and a greater than 90% decline, in the percentage of children defined as lead-poisoned (Figure 2) in fewer than 20 years.





   	      


        








 


























ENVIRONMENTAL LEAD CONTAMINATION IN MIAMI INNER CITY AREA





Janvier Gasanaa AND Armando Chamorrob














Abstract








The purpose of the study was to investigate environmental lead levels in the inner city areas in Miami, Florida. For the last five years (from 1995 to 2000), more than fifty percent of the reported lead poisoning cases have been reported in this area, according to Miami Dade County Health Department. One hundred twenty one site locations in the communities of Liberty City and Little Haiti underwent a lead inspection. The environmental sampling was an integral part of a study entitled "Community-Based Childhood Lead Poisoning Pilot Study: Biological and Environmental Assessment." The inspections of the homes were tailored to the subject of the investigation, the child under 6 years of age. Areas indicated as most utilized or occupied by the subject (child) were targeted during the onsite investigations. Limited lead inspections involved the collection of representative samples from the floors, windowsills, window wells, tap water, soil and air, along with in situ via XRF analysis for the presence of lead based paint. The results of the soil samples showed that the levels encountered in the playgrounds around the house reflect the highest concentration of lead and the most abundant occurrence for all the sampling areas investigated followed by the results of the window well dust wipe samples. Twenty-eight sites (24%) returned lead levels (the window well areas) above the HUD guidelines, i.e., levels below 400 (g/ft2. Excluding the soil sample results, thirty-three sites (27.5%) returned concentrations for lead in excess of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidance standards. The soil sample results showed that thirty-three sites (27.5%) returned levels ranging from 0.04 % (400 ppm) to 0.16% (1600 ppm), significantly higher than the HUD/EPA 0.04% (400 (g/g) guidance levels for high contact play areas. Thus, a total number of sixty-six sites (55%) were categorized as having elevated lead levels inside (27.5%) and outside (27.5%) of the house. Thus, more than half of the houses (inside and outside) in Liberty City and Little Haiti exhibited unacceptably high levels of lead dust and soil in areas where children live and play. This poses a risk of serious health problems in young children living in these areas. A larger and more comprehensive study is recommended including areas of Miami-Dade County that have older housing stocks in dilapidated condition.
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Figure 1. Blood Lead Levels (µg/dL) in the United Sates population from 1976 through 1994. 


Source: MMWR 1998; 46: 141-146.








FAECLP GRANT ACTIVITIES





GRANTS�
AGENCY�
TOPIC�
DEADLINE�
AMOUNT


REQUESTED�
STATUS�
�
Healthy Tomorrows


PAL Project�
DHHS�
Lead Poisoning�
10/01/01�
BY YR 1 $49,186.75�
Awarded


(5-yr $1/2M)�
�
Community-Based Environmental Education for Lead Poisoning Prevention �
EPA�
Lead Poisoning�
11/15/01�
$96,721.00�
Pending 


(May 2002)�
�
Community Tool Box�
CTB �
Lead Poisoning�
03/15/02


(Received by)�
$29,815.38�
Pending


(July 2002)�
�
National Council of La Raza�
Council of La Raza�
Capacity Building-Little Havana Committee�
04/01/02


(LOI)�
$10,100.00�
Pending


(July 2002)�
�
Kellogg’s Hannah Neil World of Children Award�
Kellogg’s�
Nomination for award-service to children�
05/01/02�
$100,000.00�
In progress�
�
Community Environmental Health Resource Center�
CEHRC�
House-related health hazards�
05/03/02�
$75,000 – 100,000.00�
In progress�
�
Project EXPORT�
NCMHD�
Minority Health�
04/24/02 LOI


05/24/02�
$1.5 m/year�
In Progress�
�
Healthy Homes Initiative �
DH Urban Develp.�
Lead Hazard Control�
06/14/02�
$150,000-1.5m�
In Progress�
�
Commonwealth Fund�
CF�
Minority Health�
Nov/2002�
$100,000.00�
In Progress�
�
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Figure 2. Prevalence of elevated blood lead levels (0.4826 µg/L [10 µg/dL]) in the United States population from 1976 through 1994. Source: MMWR 1998; 46: 141-146.


 








RESEARCH AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES


The Research and Funding opportunities as itemized at the Kick-Off Meeting At Merline Mathews Community Center January 17, 2002
































 


























3) RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN FAECLP AND MOBILE CLINIC UNIT, Gloria Riefkohl, MD, MPH  (Miami Children’s Hospital)


 


Dr. Riefkohl presented the history of their Mobile Health Unit at Miami Children’s Hospital. She then explained how they also cover the juvenile detention centers. Their area of coverage in Greater Miami includes Homestead and Florida City. 


 


4) ROLE OF FAECLP ON STATEWIDE CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING, Richard Gragg, Ph.D, FAECLP board member, Associate Director of FAMU Center for Environmental Equity and Justice. 





Dr. Gragg talked about the collaboration between the Alliance and the Center for Environmental Equity and Justice at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University in Tallahassee in this area of research on childhood lead poisoning.





























FAECLP Director, Dr. Janvier Gasana and FAECLP Assistant Director Janisse Rosario are exploring the houses with peeling lead-based paint problem in the community.











Dr. Janvier Gasana with Dr. Thomas Breslin, Vice-president of Research at FIU (on the left), and Dr. Arturo Brito (on the right) at the FAECLP Kick-off Meeting.





1) FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES, Richard Burton, FIU-HCET 


The funding agencies include the Department of Health and Human Services – CDC, the Department of Housing and Urban Development – Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control and Office of Community Planning and Development, the USEPA – Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances, and the Department of Defense.     


2) RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN FAECLP AND MOBILE CLINIC UNIT, Arturo Brito, MD (U. of Miami / Jackson Memorial Hospital). 


Dr. Brito provided the history of the mobile van unit at University of Miami / Jackson Memorial Hospital. He talked about the fact they did not get a lot of cases of childhood lead poisoning because they simply did not look for cases in the right place (the areas at high risk for lead exposure). Finally, he expressed the idea of partnering with the Alliance to screen the children for lead poisoning using the Mobile Clinic Unit and Health Fairs.





Picture (at Jefferson Reeves Clinic) of the Members of the Advisory Board of the Miami Dade Health Department Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program funded by CDC.











Dr. Janvier Gasana, Director of Florida Alliance to Eradicate Childhood Lead Poisoning (FAECLP), is talking to the heads of the Public Health Trust Clinics of the Jackson Memorial System about the devastating effects of Childhood Lead Poisoning in the County and the ways of preventing it. 








Dr. Thomas Breslin is addressing as a keynote speaker the attendees of the FAECLP Kick-off meeting.





E) Progress On CLPP In Miami-Dade County, Mary Jo Trepka, MD, MPH, Director Of MDCHD Office Of Epidemiology, PI on CDC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention (CLPP) Grant





Dr. Trepka talked about their CDC funded Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention (CLPP) Program. She explained the main goal is to screen the children at high risk for lead poisoning in the county. She expanded on the work they did at the different day care centers in the Miami inner city area at high risk for lead poisoning. The program also screens the refugee children who are legally registered with Immigration and Naturalization Services. She further told the audience what they can do and what they can’t do with the funding from CDC. Miami Dade County Health Department is one of the three counties in Florida with a CLPP besides Duval and Pinellas Counties. 


























Dr. Mary Jo Trepka, Head of the Office of Epidemiology at Miami Dade County Health Department is addressing the audience at the FAECLP Kick-off Meeting.
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CONTACT INFORMATION


http://w3.fiu.edu/ph/FLAlliance/








